
Program Title: Pollinators on the Farm 

Intended Audience: School Group (9-12) 

Time: 2 Hours 

Summary: Plants are the foundation of the living community, and without pollinators, many would not 

be able to survive. Students will learn about different pollinators and the plants that they help by taking 

part in observations, discussions and nature sketching. Students will also help pollinators at Remick 

Farm and/or their home by creating native bee habitat.  

Standards Supported: 

Next Generation Science Standards 

HS-LS2-7 Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics - Design, evaluate, and refine a solution for 

reducing the impacts of human activities on the environment and biodiversity. 

HS-LS4-4 Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity - Construct an explanation based on evidence for how 

natural selection leads to adaptation of populations. 

HS-ESS3-4 Earth and Human Activity - Evaluate or refine a technological solution that reduces impacts of 

human activities on natural systems. 

Objectives:  

1) Students will learn about the form and function of a variety of native and garden plants through 

discussion and observation.  

2) Students will observe pollinators in a garden and wild setting, and discuss the importance of 

pollinators for agriculture and natural systems.  

3) Students will discuss and share problems native pollinators face, and how humans can help.  

4) Students will build native bee shelters out of natural materials that can be taken back to their 

homes or school.  

5) Students will make a scientific drawing of a pollinator or plant with accurate labels.  

Program Outline: The order and selection of the following activities will depend on weather, 

availability of materials, and educator discretion.  

1) Introduction – What are Pollinators? (20 – 30 min.) After being introduced to the class, students 

will be introduced to pollinators through a series of pictures of a variety of species, including 

bees, ants, birds, and mammals. We will also introduce some amazing plants and their flowers, 

and discuss the coevolution that has occurred between some plants and pollinators.  

 

 



2) Garden Observation (30-45 min.)  Students will then head to the garden to observe pollinators – 

and their preferred plants – in action! Students will make a scientific drawing of their favorite 

pollinator or flower during this observation time, using field guides and other texts to ensure 

accurate labeling.  

 

3) Native Plant Planting (30 – 45 min.) Students will discuss some of the challenges native 

pollinators (especially native bee species) face and the problems that may cause.  After this 

discussion, students will work in the garden or on the farm to replace impacted land with native 

plants for pollinator food or shelter. We will discuss what pollinators thrive with these particular 

plants and the ecological benefits as they are being put in.  

 

4) Native Bee Shelter Build (30 – 45 min.) To continue supporting native pollinators, students will 

use natural materials harvested from the garden or local ecosystem to build native bee shelters 

that can be taken to their homes or schools.  

 

5) Summary/Wrap-Up (10 – 20 min.) To conclude our lesson, students will present their 

observation sketches, bee homes, and share ideas for sustaining the health of pollinators with 

the group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


